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Book Notices. 511 

Der Suezkanal. Seine Geschichte, seine Ban- und Verkehrs- 
Verhaltnisse und seine militarische Bedeutung. Von Albert 
Ungard, Kdler von Othalom. viii and 104 pp. and 6 maps in colours. 
A. Hartleben, Vienna, 1905. (Price, M. 4.) 

The author remarks in his preface that, hitherto, no German handbook has been 
prepared treating exhaustively of the various conditions that brought the Suez 
Canal into existence. This book affords a systematic and thorough treatment of the 
whole great enterprise, beginning with the history of the old canal that was actually 
in operation many centuries before the Christian era. The political and financiar 
preliminaries to the building of the present canal, the geology and topography of the 
Isthmus of Suez, the canal construction and the development of the ports, the Sweet 
Water Canal, the transit conditions, the economic and military significance of the 
work, and the international and maritime questions involved are all fully described 
and discussed. The maps are excellent, and will rank among the best for general 
use. The book is a scientific as well as a popular description of all phases of the 
Suez Canal. 

Les Chemins de Fer coloniaux en Afrique. Par E. de Renty. 

Premiere Partie : Chemins de Fer des Colonies Allemandes, Italiennes et Portu- 

gaises. viii and 154 pp. and 8 sketch maps. F. R. de Rudeval, Paris, 1903. 

(Price, fr. 1.50.) 
Deuxieme Partie: Chemins de Fer dans les Colonies Anglaises et au Congo Beige- 

337 pp. and 9 sketch maps. 1904. (Price, fr. 3.50.) 
Troisieme Partie: Chemins de Fer dans les Colonies Francaises. (To appear.) 

The main ideas upon which these volumes are based are (1) that Africa is rich in 
a great variety of resources that, if properly developed, will enrich the colonial 
Powers which divide the continent among them; and (2) that the railroad is certain- 
to be the most powerful agent in this development. The author, Captain de Renty, 
of the French army, also emphasizes the idea that the benefits to be derived by the 
colonial Powers from the development of their possessions will consist as much in the 
creation of new needs among the populous native tribes, thereby opening new mar- 
kets for European manufactures, as in the exploitation of the natural resources of the 
colonies. 

These ideas are well founded, according to the testimony of the leading authori- 
ties on Africa; and upon them as the groundwork of his studies the author has 
given, in the first two volumes of his series, a careful and able treatment of the 
economic conditions in those parts of Africa under consideration, as well as the 
history of the remarkable railroad enterprises now in progress. 

Captain de Renty treats in turn the colonies of each of the Powers, beginning 
with the German possession of Togo. Does the climate of Togo, for example,, 
adapt it for European colonization, or must it remain a colony of commerce and 
plantations? Is the seaboard favourable for the development of ports? Are the rivers 
adapted for commerce; what are the present trade routes; can horses and cattle 
thrive, or is man the only means of transport? About what is the density of popula- 
tion; what are the commercial resources, and the amount of the import and export 
trade ; what is being done for general development, either by Governmental or private 
enterprise? Upon such broad foundations as these the author gives the history of 
the railroad enterprises, in progress or projected, in each of the colonies, with com- 
ments or criticisms of his own and many citations of the views and policies of 
Governments and of the opinions of leading men. 



